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Greetings Brethren:

The beginning of a new tradition at Operative Lodge #308 had a great start with the attendance of many family members
at supper prior to our June Stated Communication. It was great to see so many new and familiar faces that evening. With
any kind of luck this tradition will establish itself and we will have as good of a turnout as we did this time.

Our July Stated Communication was again preceded by another well attended supper. Family members and Brethren
have again made this new tradition a success.

| encourage all of the membership here at Operative Lodge to bring your family and get them involved in Lodge activities.
It is a wonderful opportunity to let your families see why we insist on spending every second Monday of each month at
Operative Lodge.

DEGREE WORK

On July 7, 2008 a journey of some 50 years came to an end when Brother Robert Baylor was raised to the Degree of
Master Mason. Brother Robert, in his youth, was a DeMolay. As he tells it, he always intended to become a Mason, but
due to a number of obstacles, not the least of which was a career in the United States Air Force, getting married and
raising a family, etc., he just never found time to move into Freemasonry.

Then Brother Robert crossed paths with Brother Terry Burk. During a chance conversation between these two, the
subject of Freemasonry came up. Brother Robert told his story of having a desire to become a Mason, but just never
found time. As might be expected, Brother Terry was quick to point out that it is never too late and thus began a long
delayed journey for Brother Robert to become a Master Mason. His journey is now complete, so PLEASE JOIN ME IN
WELCOMING BROTHER ROBERT TO FREEMASONRY.

On June 16, 2008 Mike Wessel became Operative Lodges newest member startindg his Masonic journey that day by
receiving his 1% Degree. More recently, on July 21, 2008 Brother Mike received his 2" Degree.

Brother Mike’s 3" Degree has not been scheduled, but rest assured notice of that event will be forthcoming.
It is only appropriate that | send a message of thanks those who have spent their personal time and energy supporting all

the Degree work here at Operative Lodge. A special thank you goes out to all the Brethren from other Masonic Lodges
that have responded to our call for assistance with our Degree work.




CHARITABLE PROJECT

On Saturday, June 21, 2008 Operative Lodge members participated in what is known by the Des Moines Area Religious
Councils Emergency Food Pantry as a “Sack Saturday.” Several members of our membership went to the Fareway
grocery store at 86" & Meredith in Urbandale and encouraged shoppers to help feed the hungry in our community.

The group was successful in rising over $400 and almost 400 items of food. These amounts of money and food are
considered substantial by the DMARC Emergency Food Pantry and go a long way in helping reduce hunger in our
communities.

As evidenced by these photographs, Brothers Mike Aves PM, Tim Davis JW, Dean Johnson PGM, Jack Matthews PM,
and Robert Koss PM were happy recipients of food donated-during this charitable event.

Anyone wishing to make further contributions to the Emergency Food Pantry can contact Brother Jim Trotter for more
information.

JUNE-JULY BIRTHDAYS

Tyler Moeckly June 8 Craig Palmer July 2™
Jim Blaney June 9" Elvin Reynolds July 7"
Richard Cook June 11" Dale Frisk July 13"
Robert Little June 15" Terry Burk July 17"
Steve Moeckly July 18"
Ron Seehusen July 26"

The year is moving along rapidly and Operative Lodge has had another good year, beginning with the addition of several
new members to our roster. Please take every opportunity to welcome our new members and make them feel part of our
great fraternity. Keep that pocket petition handy, just in case you come across a likely candidate. Don'’t be afraid to talk
about your experiences in Masonry. You never know when you just might run into another person who has always meant
to check into Freemasonry, but just never got around to it.

Fraternally,

Lee Preuninger, WM
Operative Lodge #308



